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those, who first stamped images and inscriptions upon metals, to stamp likewise their thoughts upon wax, barks of -trees, or whatever else they wrote upon.
This example should hinder one from thinking anything brought to its ne plus ultra of perfection, when so plain an improvement lay for many ages undiscovered.
The scheme I am now going to offer to the public is of this nature, so very plain, obvious, and of such evident emolument, that I am convinced my readers will both be surprised and concerned, that it did not occur to everybody, and that it was not put in practice many years ago.
I took the first hint of it from an account a friend of mine gave me of what he himself had seen practised with success at a foreign court; but I have extended it considerably, and I flatter myself that it will, upon the strictest examination, appear to be the most practicable and useful, and, at this time, necessary project that has, it may be, ever been submitted to the public.
My friend, having resided some time at a very considerable Court in Germany, had there contracted an intimacy with a German Prince, whose dominions and revenues were as small as his birth was great and illustrious ; there are some few such in the august Germanic body. This Prince made him promise, that whenever he should return to England, he would take him in his way, and make him a visit in his principality. Accordingly, some time afterwards, about two years ago, he waited upon his Serene Highness, who being apprized a little beforehand of his arrival, resolved to receive him with all possible marks of honour and distinction.